
Town Hall #3 

09/17/19





Visiting Students:
Eitan Karz

Ami Kent

Jacob Lewis

Sam Mackler

Josh Orlanski

Zion Schlussel

Zachary Slomovic

Nathan Soussana

Adam Westerman  

Yonah Acoca

Eytan Ackermann

Chaim Cohen

Jonathan Fogel

Gabriel Fried

Joshua Gamson

Gideon Gordon

Ezra Helfand

Mordechai Heller

Ilan Keet 



NEW STAFF MEMBER!!

YOCHEVED HARTMAN!!!!!!



TWO MORE DAYS
TILL #BTO(AND CHAIM)



Meme of the Week:



Outfit of the Week:

MALKIE 
HAMETZ!



- Gun Control - 



Your Right:

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary for the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.”

(Second Amendment, United States Constitution)



Mass Shootings and Modern Gun Violence:
- Two weeks ago, August 31:

- Midland-Odesa Texas, Seth Ator murdered 7 people and 
injured 17 others during his shooting spree on the Texas 
interstate highway.

- Five weeks ago, August 3:

- Just prior, Patrick Crusius murdered 22 people and injured 
24 others during his shooting in an El Paso Walmart

- Five weeks ago, August 4:

- Connor Betts murdered 9 people and injured 17 others 
during his shooting in Dayton, Ohio,.



THOUGHTS?

- Is the Second Amendment important to you?
- Do you feel it is essential to your freedom?
- Should we rethink its value in a more modern 

context?



Gun Buy-Backs
Recent Democratic Debates:
“Former Rep. Beto O'Rourke of Texas has made his position on 
assault weapons crystal clear. "Hell, yes, we're going to take 
your AR-15, your AK-47," O'Rourke said during Thursday's 
Democratic presidential debate. "We're not going to allow it to be 
used against our fellow Americans anymore."
To accomplish this, O'Rourke has proposed a mandatory 
confiscation of these guns whereby individuals would be 
compensated for their firearms.” - CNN

https://www.cnn.com/2019/09/12/politics/beto-orourke-hell-yes-take-ar-15-ak-47/index.html
https://betoorourke.com/gun-violence/


Theoretically:

- If it theoretically would eliminate mass shootings in the US 
or possibly gun violence at large, should we confiscate 
guns from law-abiding citizens? 

- Would it be worth it?
- What are the consequences?



Where do we draw the line?

- Where do we draw the line on freedom? 
- What is more important, Freedom or Safety? 

- Does safety trump freedom?
- Can we have both?

- At what point does regulation become tyranny? 



Mass Shootings by the numbers:
“The FBI collects data on “active shooter incidents,” 
which it defines as “as one or more individuals actively 
engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a 
populated area.” Using the FBI’s definition, 85 people – 
excluding the shooters – died in such incidents in 2018.

The Gun Violence Archive, an online database of gun 
violence incidents in the U.S., defines mass shootings as 
incidents in which four or more people – excluding the 
shooter – are shot or killed. Using this definition, 373 
people died in these incidents in 2018.

Regardless of the definition being used, fatalities in mass 
shooting incidents in the U.S. account for a small fraction 
of all gun murders that occur nationwide each year.”

https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/active-shooter-incidents-in-the-us-2018-041019.pdf/view
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting?year=2018


This showcases a problem:
“In 2017, the most recent year for which complete 
data is available, 39,773 people died from 
gun-related injuries in the U.S., according to the CDC. This figure 

includes gun murders and gun suicides, along with three other, less common types of 
gun-related deaths tracked by the CDC: those that were unintentional, involved law 
enforcement or whose circumstances could not be determined. It excludes deaths in which 
gunshot injuries played a contributing, but not principal, role. (CDC fatality statistics are 

based on information contained in death certificates.)”

“Three-quarters of all U.S. murders in 2017 – 14,542 out of 
19,510 – involved a firearm. About half (51%) of all suicides 
that year – 23,854 out of 47,173 – involved a gun.”

{FROM PEW RESEARCH CENTER}



Over Time:

“Both gun murders and gun suicides have gone 
up in recent years: The number of gun murders 
rose 32% between 2014 and 2017, while the 
number of gun suicides rose each year 
between 2006 and 2017 (a 41% increase 
overall).”

“While 2017 saw the highest total 
number of gun deaths in the U.S., this 
statistic does not take into account the 
nation’s growing population.”

{FROM PEW RESEARCH CENTER}



Will it really prevent these shootings?
- Ted Cruz responded to the El Paso Shooting: 

“We've seen too damn many of these in the state of Texas. So, we need 
to end them, absolutely, yes,”

"Now, the question is what do we need to do that actually works? And 
this is where I get frustrated with Democratic politicians in 
Washington," he added. "Because the proposals they're putting 
forward would not have stopped a single one of these mass murders."

(https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/sen-ted-cruz-talks-kavanaugh-gun-control-abcs/story?id=65614477)



NRA Quote:

"In an increasingly dangerous world, the NRA remains 
focused on our mission: strengthening Americans' Second 
Amendment freedom to defend themselves, their families 
and their communities… (to) allow law-abiding Americans to 
defend themselves and their families from acts of violence."

(https://home.nra.org/joint-statement) 

https://home.nra.org/joint-statement


Let’s discuss: The Sacred Right

- If I am a law abiding citizen who will not commit any 
crimes with a gun, why should I lose my freedoms?


