
Town Hall



Announcements
Adam, Adina, Juliet - Surf Club

AIPAC

Firehawks 4 Israel

Caroline



Visiting Students!

Alyssa Portnoy 

Charley Parver

Brooke Barak

Olivia Wintner

Dana Brodt

Shaine Arnold

Aryeh  Hofer

Nili Horwatt

Sara Goor



Rayna Kent
&
Talia Tizabi



Avi 

Halpert



A thank

you to all of 

you!



Meme of the week





Outfit of the Week
-
Shani Shaham!



Vort of the Week - ויצא
נִי׃ יתָֽ ה רִמִּ מָּ ךְ וְלָ֖ דְתִּי עִמָּ֔ א בְרָחֵל֙ עָבַ֣ ֤ י הֲ יתָ לִּ֔ את֙ עָשִׂ֣ ן מַה־זֹּ אמֶר אֶל־לָבָ֗ ֹ֣ ה וַיּ וא לֵאָ֑ ה־הִ֖ קֶר וְהִנֵּ ֹ֔ י בַבּ  וַיְהִ֣

When morning came, there was Leah! So he said to Lavan, “What is this you have 
done to me? I was in your service for Rachel! Why did you deceive me?”

ה׃ כִירָֽ י הַבְּ ה לִפְנֵ֥ עִירָ֖ ת הַצְּ נוּ לָתֵ֥ מְקוֹמֵ֑ ן בִּ ה כֵ֖ ן לֹא־יֵעָשֶׂ֥ אמֶר לָבָ֔ ֹ֣ וַיּ

Lavan said, “It is not the practice in our place to marry off the younger before the 
older.

ים אֲחֵרֽוֹת׃ נִ֥ בַע־שָׁ י ע֖וֹד שֶֽׁ דִ֔ ד עִמָּ ֹ֣ ר תַּעֲב עֲבֹדָה֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ את בַּ ֹ֗ ם־אֶת־ז ֜ גַּ ה לְ נָ֨ את וְנִתְּ ֹ֑ עַ ז בֻ֣ א שְׁ מַלֵּ֖

Wait until the bridal week of this one is over and we will give you that one too, 
provided you serve me another seven years.”



Big Bidness



Initial Questions
- Do you believe Amazon’s convenience outweighs its enormous size?

- Do you believe Facebook streamlining communication and news as 

beneficial or worrying?
- They own Instagram, WhatsApp, Messenger, and more

- Are there any inherent issues with business being this big?



Understanding the ‘Amazon Effect’
“As online shopping increases, the gains for e-commerce businesses are 
coming at the expense of brick-and-mortar retail stores. An increasing 
number of shoppers are heading for their screens instead of for stores”

“Amazon.com Inc. (AMZN), which debuted in 1994, has maintained its lead in 
global online selling and has become the poster child for this change, giving 
the Amazon effect its name. Among other factors, the Amazon effect is cited 
as the primary reason for the decline in brick-and-mortar store sales, which 
have often foreshadowed the stores' eventual closure. More than 5,300 
stores closed in 2017, up 218% over 2016.” 



Monopolistic practices?
- In 2021, are we able to live without any use Amazon?

- How difficult is it to?

- If you answer no: Would you consider this a monopoly?

- “the exclusive possession or control of the supply of or trade in a commodity or service.”

- If you answer yes: Is there a point of difficulty where it should be broken 

up?



If you answer yes, how do we break this up?
- Cable monopolies broken up via Supreme Court cases
- Standard Oil monopoly broken up via Sherman Antitrust Act
- How should we approach a giant like Amazon then?

- Is it different since they have a influence in multiple markets?

- Could it be that the age of monopolies are over?





Understanding Facebook’s effect
“the company stated that 3.51 billion people were using at least one of the 
company's core products (Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, or Messenger) 
each month.” (Statista Research Department)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAetS9sx6-A

Facebook Trials - 0:28



Is there a difference between these effects?
- Amazon uses monopolistic practices on products and Facebook uses 

monopolistic practices on information.
- Is there a moral difference between them?
- Is there a practical difference between them?
- Should we aim to break up neither, one, or both of them?



The Effects
- Do you view this number as an inherent problem?

- What are some potential problems with this? 

- Are these potential problems or actually happening?

- Are these huge companies heavily influencing people with news and 

advertising, or is that an exaggeration?

- Is the convenience of streamlining worth the monopoly of information?

- Can there be a monopoly on things like messaging and news?



Bringing it back in
- In your personal life, do you find the size of Facebook or Amazon as an 

issue?
- Do you feel these companies are too influential in your personal life that 

it requires change?
- Is something like targeted advertising a convenience or an invasion of 

privacy?
- After all that has been discussed, are you motivated to change anything?


